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Happy Holidays!

Mayor Michael Gonnelli and Town Council members wish you Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and a great start to the
New Year. Let’s keep our Town friendly and safe in the New Year and for many years to come.

Mayor’s Corner

As 2025 ends, | would like to thank all residents for keeping our community strong, vibrant, and united. You make
our Town the welcoming, desirable neighborhood that makes us the Jewel of the Meadowlands—and for that | am
immensely proud and grateful. | am also incredibly thankful for your support, trust and for allowing me to serve you
for four more years.

2025 was a remarkable year for Secaucus with many milestones and accomplishments. The 125th Anniversary
celebrations midyear captured the friendly spirit of our close-knit community. We completed one of the largest
infrastructure projects in the recent past with the completion of our new Community Center located at 101 Centre
Avenue. (I was surprised the Town Council decided to name it after me!) We already have several senior programs
in the building, and | am thrilled that everyone loves the new facility. Another big addition for our seniors is the
acquisition of two medical escort vehicles that were added to our fleet early in the year.

My administration is also constantly working on lining up projects to keep us safe on our roadways. Thanks to many grants, we repaved
several streets including Maple, Born, Hagan, 2ndStreets, Minnie Place and Roosevelt Avenue. The Plaza Center streetscape project was
also completed with pedestrian friendly improvements, lighting and plenty of curb appeal.

Our focus on open spaces and parks has yielded extensive improvements to our parks: lvanoski Park was fully refurbished and is now open
with all-inclusive equipment—a beautiful addition of kid-friendly spaces in the south section of Town. The children’s play area in Buchmuller
Park was resurfaced for increased safety and | am excited about several other improvements to come in the next few months.

Other additions around Town include a new set of EV chargers at the Municipal Lot on Centre Avenue as well as at the Recreation Center
parking lot on Koelle Boulevard. For the safety of our residents, we added more officers to our Police Department and welcomed new
members to our volunteer Fire Department.

Finally, | send a sincere thanks to all the donors who helped the Town in big and small ways. This Holiday season several donors including
Hartz, Hudson Regional Hospital, COSCO Shipping, Walmart, ZT Systems, Secaucus PBA, Bridge Builders NJ/NY, Meadowlands
Motorcycle Club, and innumerable individual donors helped provide for those in need. Your generosity is greatly appreciated!

Wishing you and your family a Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and the very best in the New Year! Be happy, healthy and safe!

Mayor Michael Gonnelli- mayor@secaucus.net - O: 201-330-2005
Councilman William McKeever Councilman Robert Costantino Councilman Mark Dehnert

wmckeever@secaucus.net rcostantino@secaucus.net mdehnert@secaucus.net
C:551-665-7650 C: 201-401-9315 0:201-330-2000

Councilman John Gerbasio Councilman James Clancy Councilwoman Orietta Tringali
gerbasio@secaucus.net jclancy@secaucus.net otringali@secaucus.net
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Important Notice: New Residential Parking Permits Required

Reminder: The Town of Secaucus has rolled out new residential parking permits that are required
for vehicles parked in “Residential Parking” zones beyond posted time limits. Previously issued green
parking stickers expired on December 31, 2025 and each vehicle must display the new red parking
sticker. There is NO FEE so please apply if you would like to avoid parking fines.

To apply visit www.secaucusnj.gov/parking or scan QR code below. You will need your driver’s
license number, a picture of vehicle registration, and proof of address to complete the application.
Enforcement of the new residential parking permits begin on January 1, 2026.

Joseph Saccente Turns 100

l‘l 5! i,.pi - g’ 7‘,’ As the year ends, we feature an exceptional Secaucus resident who makes both the
Town and his family proud. Joseph Saccente, a Purple Heart recipient, loving family man,
: cherished member of our community, and a centenarian, is remarkable in his ability to
spread infectious joy to everyone he meets

N

Joseph was born in Brooklyn in 1925 to Anna and Matteo Saccente. He enlisted to serve
in the army at a critical juncture in world history and was assigned to the 301st Infantry
. Regiment of the 94th Division in General Patton’s famous Third Army. That division

became known for exemplary bravery in some of the harshest conditions in significant
battles in Europe during World War Il. The unit suffered many casualties but managed to
keep the German army at bay. After just five months of service, on February 19, 1945, 19-
year old Joseph was severely injured and lost his leg trying to save a fellow soldier who had

- stepped into a landmine. He considers himself very lucky to be alive and lives each day with
joy, gratitude and a persevering spirit. When the country needed him, he enlisted in the
army. When he lost his leg, he got into rehab and learned to dance and skate—nothing was
going to stop him from doing the things he loved. He married Freida DeLuca in 1947, and
has a fulfilling family life with nine children, seven grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren.
A devout Roman Catholic and member of the 3rd Order of St. Francis, he boasts of “never
missing Sunday church” except when he was in service or was in the hospital. His hilarious

sense of humor and unassuming charm endears him to people of all ages.

In honor of Joseph'’s 100th birthday this year, Mayor Gonnelli and the Town Council honored him with a proclamation at

the October 28th Town Council Meeting. On Veteran's Day, he was invited to be the special guest of honor at the annual
ceremony at Town Hall. And just as the holiday season got started, he became the star of the show at the Annual Tree Lighting
Ceremony, braving the cold but thoroughly enjoying himself on stage, dancing and swaying to the musical performances—an
example of his positive and happy spirit.

Wishing Joseph a happy 100th year and many more years of health and happiness.

Police Department Adds Officer, Promotes Four

The Secaucus Police Department added new police officer, Eric Salinas, to its
roster and promoted four others, including Sergeant Paul Miller, Lieutenant
Stephen Hurtuk, Captain Kimberly Elphick and Deputy Chief Martin Moreda.

Police Officer Eric Salinas was sworn in as a Probationary Police Officer and
is a transfer from Evesham Township Police Department, where he started in
May, 2022. Before joining the PD, he served in the U.S. Marine Corps and was
deployed in Iwakuni, Japan as part of the combat-ready presence in the Indo-
Pacific region.

Sergeant Paul Miller started at the Secaucus Police Department in 2015, a
certified drug recognition expert and award-winning officer, was promoted to
the rank of Sergeant and will serve in the night tour patrol. His awards include
two Unit Citations and the Mothers Against Drunk Driving Award. '

Lieutenant Stephen Hurtuk joined the Secaucus Police Department in 2014, was promoted to the rank of Sergeant in 2022 and
now to the rank of Lieutenant and will serve as a platoon commander on the night tour. He is an award-winning officer with four
Unit Citations and a Life Saving Award.

Captain Kimberly Elphick joined the Secaucus Police Department in 2003, was promoted to Sergeant in 2013, became
Lieutenant in 2020 and is now a Captain where she will serve as the Planning and Intelligence Section Commander. She has
earned two Life Saving Awards, one Meritorious Duty Citation and two Unit Citations. She is a certified Cyber Crime Intelligence

: | Analyst and holds a classification through the International Association of
Law Enforcement Intelligence Analysts.

~ Deputy Chief Martin Moreda joined the Police Department in 2002, became
aSergeant in 2013, Lieutenant in 2017, Captain in 2024 and now will serve
in the office of the Deputy Chief of Police. While serving in the Patrol, Traffic
Bureau and Planning and Intelligence divisions, he won three Excellent
Service Awards, two Unit Citations and the Mayoral Award from Jersey City.
He founded the Secaucus Traffic Bureau and co-founded Hudson County’s
Regional Accident Investigation Unit, setting a gold standard for traffic
" safety. Deputy Chief Moreda is closely involved in planning for the 2026

1 FIFA World Cup events at Metlife Stadium.




Change in Department Locations

To better serve our residents, we have made changes to the locations of some of our departments.

e The Construction/ Buildings Department has moved to 20 Centre Avenue (entrance on Centre Ave)
e Engineering Department has moved to 20 Centre Ave, lower level (entrance on John Street)

e Recreation Department is now at the Recreation Center on Koelle Boulevard

e Senior Services has moved to Mayor Michael Gonnelli Community Center at 101 Centre Avenue

e Health Department, Environmental Department and Secaucus Coalition have moved to the 4th Floor at Town Hall (1203 Paterson
Plank Road)

Secaucus Firefighters Graduate from Bergen Fire Academy

Congratulations to the new (2024 - 2025) batch of Secaucus Fire
Department members who received their certification from the Bergen Fire
Academy on November 12, 2025. Each of the 5 Secaucus firehouses had a
graduate! Certificates were presented by Fire Chief Lawrence Marciano and
Battalion Chief Jason Leppin, who is the proud father of one of the graduates.

Kudos to Kory Avila, Ismael Moronta-Rodriguez and Raymond Ortiz from
Washington Hook and Ladder, Sarki Sherpa and Aiden Spooner of Rescue 1,
Joshua Gerena of Engine 1, Zachary Michalkovich for Tower 2, Jason Leppin
and Jeffry Paulino Diaz of Engine 3, for your hard work and dedication. We
wish all the new graduates a safe and impactful tenure at the Secaucus Fire
Department.

World Mission Cleanup
A massive thank you to B B 20
the World Mission Society i }k\“‘ 7

Church of God for their
incredible work on Sunday,
November 30th! Over 60
volunteers came together at
the County Road Extension
and Hackensack Riverbank
to beautify Secaucus and
protect our local ecosystem.

In just one day, they removed 1.2 tons of trash—including 40 bags of litter, 10 tires,
and eight pieces of furniture—preventing this debris from polluting the river and
flowing downstream.

Ivanoski Park on Charles Street, the latest inclusive
playground to be built in Secaucus, is now officially
open. Hudson County Executive Craig Guy, and
Need to get rid of large items? Our amazing DPW picks up Bulk Waste! Residents members of the Hudson County Division of

can call the DPW at 201-330-2080 to schedule a pickup. So, there is no need to Planning joined Mayor Michael Gonnelli, Town
illegally dump items in our beautiful town. Let’s all contribute by disposing of our Council members, SBOE Interim Superintended
trash in the appropriate receptacles, keeping our community clean and vibrant for Mark Toback, Huber Street School Principal
everyone to enjoy. Rob Valente, school students and local residents
gathered for a ribbon-cutting ceremony on October

Kapsch Group Volunteers at Imagine Garden 28,2025.

We would like to extend our sincere ~ “ M The 10,000+ square foot park in the middle of the
thanks to the fantastic team from Kapsch! — block on Charles Street has been completely rebuilt
We are incredibly grateful for their time T B =3 with soft rubberized safety surface, picnic tables, a
and hard work during our end-of-season X o iy A 25-foot diameter gazebo, all-inclusive playground

maintenance at the Imagine Garden. Thei [ J "2l cquipment for children of varying ages, two swing
support was essential in keeping our most L L P L el sets, bike racks, benches, etc. The park was funded

extensive native garden thriving. ‘ _ 0o, by a Green Acres grant fr(?m t.he NJ Department
i 3 of Environmental Protection in the amount of

Thank you for making such a positive  f & B $750,000.00 as well as a grant from the Hudson

impact in our community! - County Open Space Trust Fund in the amount of

$500,000. The park is open to the public.

Student Group, KAI, Named Top 5 Action Group in NJ Alternate Side Parking

The KAl Coalition group, the student chapter of the Secaucus Coalition, was Suspended for Winter
recognized as a top 5 action group in New Jersey by the Lindsey Meyer Teen
Institute. Mayor
Gonnelli and the Town
Council invited the
group to the October
15th Town Council
meeting and presented
them with certificates
and gifts to commend
them for their active
contributionsin
substance abuse
prevention in Secaucus.

As you may know, alternate side parking is
suspended for the winter and will resume
on March 15, 2026. During this time,
residents may park on both sides of the
street, where valid, and there is no need to
move cars for street cleaning. Please note

that there may be emergency no parking
signs that may be posted in some areas.




Short Term Rentals Prohibited

Did you know that short-term rentals are illegal in Secaucus? Any property that is involved in short term rentals, defined as “any change
in tenancy involving an occupancy of 30 days or less,” is subject to prosecuted based on Chapter 154 of the Code of the Town of Secaucus.
These include, but are not limited to, online sites such as Airbnb, VRBO, Flipkey, KAYAK, HometoGo and more. If you are aware of any
short-term rentals in your neighborhood, please contact the Secaucus Construction Department at 202-330-2027 or fill out a complaint
form, which can be found on our website at www.secaucusnj.gov/departments/construction.

Hudson County Veteran of the Year

The Town of Secaucus salutes Shane C. Clair for his nomination e
for the Hudson County Veteran of the Year. Shane served in the : =
1st Infantry Division as an Army Infantry Officer from 2009 to

2014. He served out of Fort Benning, Fort Knox and Fort Riley,

and was deployed for Operation Enduring Freedom in 2012 with

the 1st Battalion Black Lions 28th Infantry on a combat outpost

in the mountains at 10,000+ feet elevation on the Afghanistan-

Pakistan border, which could only be reached by Black Hawk

helicopters. Shane is a highly decorated veteran and was awarded

the Afghanistan Campaign Medal, National Defense Medal, Global

War on Terrorism Medal, the Combat Infantry Badge and the Bronze

Star, and was honorably discharged as a Captain. To honor his service £

to our nation, Mayor Michael Gonnelli forwarded his name as the

veteran to represent Secaucus in the County’s ceremony.

Shane is also an accomplished professional in eco-conscious real

estate development and was involved in building the first Living Building Challenge (LBC) Petal certified project on the
east coast, the New York headquarters of a well-known company. Petal certification is given to select buildings that pass a
rigorous set of environmental standards.

Shane is a dedicated father of six, with the seventh on the way, and is actively involved in their homeschooling. He continues
to share values of commitment and service to our community and gives back to our community as a coach for baseball and
football teams and supports our Scout chapters.

We salute Shane Clair for his service and are proud to have him in our Town.
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Children’s Bingo Night
Thursday, January 22nd
Secaucus Senior Center

101 Centre Ave

11:00 A.M. - 2:00
Panasonic Rm.

Elevate Your Life: “The Ultimate Goal Setting
Experience” with Sifu Karl Romain, Master Life

Coach.

Learn the power of the P.A.R.R. method - Plan, 6 pm

Act, Review, Renew - to take charge of your

goals. Join us to discover how to set meaningful

goals, pursue them with purpose, evaluate yo (doors open at 5:30 pm)
progress, and refresh your approach for lastihg

success. 1st through 8t grade

During this workshop, you will unlock the keys to
personal growth, increased productivity, and
long-term success. Be prepared to ignite your
passion, fuel your ambitions, and create a
roadmap to elevate every aspect of your life.

Adult Supervision Required
Prizes will be awarded
al Limited Space

Don't miss out on this opportunity. Sign up now
and start on a journey towards your best self!
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2026 Vaccination Schedule

FREE

The Mayor and Town Council present

Patriots Night
Free Skating

Secaucus Emergency Fund

Presents

COVID & FLU
VACCINES
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B O Secaucus Public Library
N G 1379 Paterson plank Rd, Secaucus
N o —
COMMISSION IS OFFERING:
2nd Monday of Every Month
] January 12 . (F)L':J(\)/fé(;INES TO ANYONE 3 YRS
& Frlday, January 9, 2026 6:00 PM February 9  COVID-19 VACCINES TO ANYONE
March 9 65+ OR ANYONE 6 MONTHS TO
. ) 64 WITH AN UNDERLYING
WEAR YOUR FAVORITE PATRIOTS Secaucus Senior Center April 13 MEDICAL CONDITION
APPAREL! May Tl
101 Centre Ave June 8

J/zuuda#, ganuatg 227, 2026
dfrom 7:30 pm -9:30 pm

$20.00 admission includes 2 boards

Walk-ins are welcome but

Addltlonal boards $5 00 pre-registration is encouraged!

. To register & for more information, Re, p
Brlng Snacks! visit: HudsonCountyVax.org \\‘Aw“ %"01 (
HRHC =
‘%M

www.secaucusnj.gov






